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NORTHERN COUNTIES NOTES.
(From our own Correspondent.)

AMBULANCE WORK AMONGST NORTHERN MINERS.

THE report of accidents in the ironstone mines of Cleve-
land for the six months ending June 30th, 1888, has just been
issued. It contains the names of no fewer than 423 miners
who have sustained injuries whilst following their employ-
ment, of which number six were either killed outright or
died afterwards from the effects. These figures compare
with a total of 428 accidents, of which six were fatal, in the
previous six months. The general secretary of the North
Yorkshire and Cleveland Miners’ Association very appro-
priately directs attention in the report to the importance of
ambulance work, and states: " Since ambulance work com-
menced in Cleveland there has been a very serious exodus
from the district, upwards of 2000 men and boys liaving left.
Many of these were members of the ambulance corps at the
mine in which they were employed, and during the past
few years the number of those qualified to render first aid’
to an injured person has been very considerably reduced."
Mr. R. Rowland, the general secretary, then enumerates the
various mines at which classes have been formed during the
last six months to make up the loss, and shows that these have
been joined by 262 members. Of that number, 204 presented
themselves for examination, and 195 passed. He shows
that probably the principal object, and certainly the most
valuable feature, of ambulance work is that, when the men
are at work, there are amongst themselves persons who can
render immediate assistance in case of accident. Every
flat siding or district of a mine ought to have among the
miners at least 10 per cent. of trained ambulance men, and
every foreman and deputy ought to be qualified to render
"first aid "; for if when an accident occurs the members of the
ambulance corps are to seek for help in another portion of the
mine, the most serious results may follow the delay. He
shows how to carry out this suggestion, which would of
course necessitate the expenditure of a considerable amount
of money. Up to the present the owners have paid the
whole of the expense, but if the men would subscribe 3d. per
year each towards this desirable object, 5 per cent. of those
employed could be instructed. Mr. Rowland shows very
clearly that until this is done the ambulance question
cannot be considered as satisfactory, and he makes an
earnest appeal to the workmen, which is to be hoped will
be followed by fruitful results.

ICED SWEETS.

At the Leeds Town Hall, on Monday last, an inquest
was held on the body of a little girl aged seven. The
evidence showed that on the preceding Friday the child
ate a pennyworth of the popular iced sweet known ae

"hokey-pokey," and became ill, dying on the following day
after much suffering Mr. W. H. Brown, surgeon, whc
made a post-mortem, said the death of the deceased was
due to gastric irritation, brought on by eating the " hokey.
pokey," which caused vomiting and diarrhoea, lasting
twenty-four hours. Mr. Brown added that other death,
had occurred during the last two or three years througl
eating iced sweets. The jury returned a verdict in accord
ance with the medical evidence.

GATESHEAD.

Our sister borough, Gateshead, now enjoys the privileg<
of having one of the lowest death-rates (for towns of it!

population) in the whole kingdom-viz., about 12 per 1000
I have not heard the official estimate of the population o
Gateshead just now, but it cannot be far from 80,000.

CARLISLE.

At the last meeting of the Carlisle Microscopical Society
Dr. Carlyle read a paper on the fungi of the district, illus
trated by some hundreds of specimens from his own collec
tion. He was requested by the Society to compile a lis
for the use of members and students. Dr. Carlyle ha
discovered several new genera, which have been name(
after him by the Kew officials.

DURHAM.

I have to record another sad case of poisoning by carbolic
acid, near Durham, the victim being a little child two year
of age, whose father was lying ill from typhoid fever. Th

poison was left in the house for disinfecting purposes, and
the child, getting up in the night for a drink, went to the jar
containing the acid and took a draught of it, death ensuing-
in about three hours, after great suffering.
Newca,stle-on-Tyne, August 27th.

DUBLIN.

(From our own Correspondent.)

ROYAL UNIVERSITY OF IRELAND.

THE sixth report of this University shows the steady
progress which the institution has made during the past
year. The total number of candidates at the various.
academical examinations of the University during 1887 was
3106, or an increase of 173 as contrasted with the previous
year. The number of women students, it should be noted,
is yearly increasing, and some of the female students have
been awarded lionours of a very distinguished character.
The equipment of the laboratories has been proceeded with,.
and the arrangements are very complete. The Vice-
Chancellor (Lord Emly) in his report refers to the endow-
ment provided for the University as inadequate, in con--

sequence of a very much larger number of candidates having
entered for the various examinations than was anticipated.
The University authorities had set down 2100 as the
extreme limit of students that could be expected; but in
1885 it was 2890, in 1886 it was 2933, and last year 3106, or
one-third more than had been estimated when" the amount
of the endowment was settled.

CORK DISTRICT LUNATIC ASYLUM.

This institution was originally constructed for 500 inmates,
but since then has had large additions made to it from time
to time, the more recent of them being finished about six

years ago. It is overcrowded by at least eighty beds, and
still more so in regard to an ordinary day-room provision.
The structure is placed on a rapid acclivity, which primarily
necessitated deep cuttings, and as the available flat in the
rearis already covered by two apartments of large dimensions,
no further additions should, in the opinion of the inspectors-
of asylums, be undertaken. The Poor-law guardians of the
borough are desirous of an arrangement wInch would facili-
tate the removal of their imbecile and chronic insane from
their union. Apart, however, from any outside considera-

tion, the land attached to the asylum is ill adapted and
much too small for the proposed scheme. It is suggested
that any supplementary provision for the insane poor of the
Cork district should be made in the &laquo;rest Riding, and a
the conjoint expense of the whole district.
Dublin, Aug. 28th. 

__________________

PARIS.

(From our own Correspondent.)

BROCA’S CUNVULUTIUN.

IN a work entitled " Study of Cerebral Morphology,"
Dr. G. Herve, one of the most zealous disciples of Paul
Broca, and himself a distinguished anthropologist, gives a
very good description of the convolution of Broca, of which
the following is an abstract :---The convolution of Broca
extends to the orbital lobule, where it terminates in form-
ing the frontal pole situated at the posterior extremity of
the olfactory tract. The cerebral type of the primates is a
type of two frontal floors, and the convolution of Broca only
begins to appear in the anthropoids formed by the division
of the second primary frontal floor. It constitutes in-the
anthropoids and in man a fourth frontal, the second frontal
comprising in reality two convolutions. The development
of the convolution of Broca in the foetus reproduces it
in the development in the series; that of the right side
is nearly always more precocious. In the microcephales
the centre for memory of words is either absent (first
type), or rudimentary as in the anthropoirls (second type)"
or constituted as in a normal individual (third type).
Nearly always in idiots, imbeciles, and deaf-mutes, and often
in the inferior races, the centre in question is more or less
atrophied, rudimentary, or arrested in its development.
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In intellectual individuals the morphological complexity of
the centre of Broca’s convolution is, in a general way,
correlative to the power of the function.

TREATMENT OF ANEURYSM.

At a recent meeting of the Academy of Medicine,
Dr. Dujardin-Beaumetz read a note for Professor Germain
S&eacute;e, who was unavoidably absent. The note is composed
of three parts : the first is relative to a curious coinci-
dence of the presence of bacilli in aneurysms, and the others
treat of the methods of internal treatment. This work
is the result and the r&eacute;sum&eacute; of observations collected
during a great number of years, and comprises twenty-
four cases which were regularly followed during a long
space of time; all the others have no value, as they
were lost sight of. Professor See observes that there is
a singular coincidence of aneurysm with pulmonary phthisis,
and puts the question whether it is by the parietes of the
aorta that the bacillus penetrates the aneurysm&mdash;a question
which, he said, lie was not in a position to answer satisfac-
torily. In any case, this interesting observation of the phthisis
of aneurysmal subjects remains a scientific fact. In the
second part of his work M. See deals with aneurysms,
and their treatment by iodide of potassium and antipyrin,
the good effects of which in these cases Dr. Dujardin-
Beaumetz said lie was able from his own experience to
confirm. After having established the physiological action of
iodine on data of the most positive clinical experience, M. See
draws a curious parallel between the two iodides com-
monly in use. He demonstrates that iodide of sodium
is a theoretical medicament, and is not equal to the
iodide of potassium, which is manifestly superior to it in
maladies of the heart and of the vessels, precisely be-
cause in small doses the salts of potash act, according
to Traube, in the most distinct manner on the musculo-
motor system, and even on the inhibitory nerves of arrest
of the heart, whereas it is only toxic when employed in
,subcutaneous injections in strong doses. Iodide of potassium,
when ingested, never becomes toxic, even in doses of ten or
:6fteen grammes per day ; any toxic effects produced are
to be attributed to the iodine, and not to the potassium.
The third part of the work is relative to the simultaneous
employment of antipyrin with iodide of potassium. Ac-

cording to Professor See, antipyrin, far from having, as

believed by certain medical men, a pernicious influence
on the heart, has, on the contrary, the most remark-
able effects on the central organ of the circulation. It
calms the impulsion of the heart, which is exaggerated
in aneurysmal subjects, and permits the blood to complete
its coagulation, which singularly favours the cure. But the
most remarkable effect of antipyrin is this : the greater
number of aneurysmal subjects experience at the arch of
the aorta and in the region of the heart, sharp pains,
painful cardiac oppression, and very often sensations
of anguish, exactly as in angina pectoris; antipyrin
dissipates all these painful and dangerous symptoms. Dr.
Dujardin-Beaumetz concurs with Professor See as to the
good effects of antipyrin, but lie very much prefers phena-
cetine, as the former, when administered for any length
of time, produces nearly always cutaneous eruptions,
whereas this cannot be said of phenacetine, which never
occasioned untoward symptoms, even when given for months
in large doses. It is equally preferable to acetanilide,
which produces cyanosis. In fine, phenacetine is not toxic.
Dr. Dujardin-Beaumetz was able to administer to an animal
.as much as three and four grammes per kilogramme of its
weight without observing any accident. The only incon-
venience of phenacetine is its not being very soluble; it is
necessary to administer it in wafers; but its analgesic
effects are obtained with a dose of half the amount of that
of antipyrin. Dr. Dujardin-Beaumetz, like Professor See,
condemns all surgical interference in the treatment of
.aneurysms of the aorta.

M. PROUST’S REPORT OX VACCINATION AND
REVACCINATION.

The important question of the utility of vaccination and
of revaccination may now be considered a problem com-
pletely solved, if one may judge by the statistics given
by M. Proust in his recent report to the Academy of
Medicine on the subject. M. Proust observed that in

Germany, where vaccination is compulsory, small-pox has
been removed from the statistics of the causes of death. In
Berlin the proportion of deaths from small-pox is 1 out of

f 100,000 inhabitants; at Paris it is 136-that is to say,
, 4000 per year !

M. CHEVREUL

completes to-day the 102nd year of his age, in honour of
which the students had intended to organise a respectful
"manifestation" to their venerable doyen but this, un-
fortunately cannot take place, as he is too feeble to receive
the deputation. Although M. Chevreul is not labouring

- under any special complaint, he has become so infirm that
he is obliged to pass the greater part of his time in
bed. For more than three months lie has not been able
to attend the meetings of the Institute, of which he has

- hitherto been one of the most active members.
( Paris, August 25th.

THE SERVICES.

SOLDIERS’ RATIONS. - In consequence of recent com-
;- plaints as to the quality of rations supplied to troops

quartered at home, authority has been given by the Horse
11 Guards for the formation of classes in which officers may be

instructed in the methods of judging the quality of all kinds
of provisions, forage, &c., and facilities are to be given for
the attendance of officers generally.

)f )0 ADMIRALTY. &mdash; The following appointments have been
made:&mdash;Surgeon William H. Norman, to Yarmouth Hos-
pital, (dated Aug. 25th, 1888) ; Fleet Surgeon James D.
Smith, to the Canada; Fleet Surgeon Edward W. Doyle,

" to the Euphrates ; Staff Surgeon Alfred T. Corrie, to the
Rupert (all dated Aug. 27th, 1888); Surgeon Horace Elliott,

n M.D., to the Tvne, and Surgeon Andrew D. Peyton, to the
Northumberland (both dated Sept. 7th, 1888).

Obituary.
DR. FERDINAND WALTER.

THE University of Munich lost one of the most promising
of its teaching staff when, on the night of August 23rd,
Dr. Ferdinand Walter died.
He was born in 1862, the grandson of the famous law

professor, Walter, in Bonn, and the son of a physician
who left an honoured name behind him in the Rhein-gau,
where he practised till his death in 1864. Like his father,
Ferdinand Walter devoted himself to the medical-career,
and concluded a brilliant preparatory course by gradua-
ting with honours&mdash;his prize thesis (on the Osteology
and Muscular System of the Indigenous Amphibia and
Reptilia homologically considered ") attracting much atten-
tion on its publication in 1884. He now gave himself heart
and soul to practice, and under the special tuition of
Dr. Heinrich Ranke he qualified himself as physician in
children’s diseases. He speedily rose to success in this

department, his pleasant address and amiable disposition
co-operating effectively with his medical knowledge and
discernment. As privat-docent in the Munich school, he was
in the act of preparing a course of lectures when death-to
the great grief of his colleagues and his numerous admirers,
professional and lay-cut him off in his twenty-sixth year.

Medical News.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.&mdash;We would again

remind our readers that the library of the College will be
closed during the month of September, for cleaning purposes.
AN infectious diseases hospital is about to be added

to the County Lunatic Asylum at Devizes. The cost will
be about &pound;1900.

MEDICAL MAGISTRATE.&mdash;Adam Fletcher, M.D.,
L.R.C.P.Edin., M.R.C.S., L.S.A., of Bury, Lancashire,
has been placed on the Commission of the Peace for that
borough.
MORTLAKE INFECTIOUS HOSPITAL.&mdash;The Local

Government Board have sanctioned the erection of the
Infectious Diseases Hospital at Mortlake, respecting which
a four days’ inquiry was held during the first week in July.


